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A tree begins with a seed

Through the leadership of Her Highness
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, the Qatar Foundation
and Northwestern University have created

a partnership that is now housed in the most
advanced media and communication building
in the world. The following pages illustrate how
this building, a collaboration between Qatar
and a distinguished university, provide a vision
of the future expressed in architecture. Present
and future students will owe a debt of gratitude
to Her Highness Sheikha Moza for providing
the vision that made this partnership and this
building a reality.

Foreword
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Northwestern
University’s heritage
Is a pioneering one.
A 19th-century story
of a small group of
founders in Evanston,
lllinois, USA, with a
vision to bring a new
kind of education

to an underserved
community.

A Shared Promise

05

OFugi)gi deoly jliad
U..u;.uué.oﬂ U0 apen
sl i giluuilall pa
19 opall nll lgilaal agei
Lasgi 0giig) Luildg

0o 2422 goi JBRa| (pll

920 goiao (nd pyleill
Ziloaall oo

Cjilino &g

One hundred and fifty years later and more
than 7,000 miles away, Northwestern University
is proud to continue that tradition as it opens

a new campus to bring a combined media,
communication, and liberal arts education

to Qatar for the very first time.

Northwestern University in Qatar is one of six
U.S. schools selected to join Doha’s Education
City, part of a wider investment agenda by the
Qatar Foundation to bring world-class higher
education to the country and to enable its
transition to a knowledge-based economy.

As an education common market, each
school in Education City brings with it

a specific responsibility and purpose. For
Northwestern, that purpose is a passionate
concern for communication, media, and
journalism. By creating a spectacular new
building where learning, research, design,
technology, and creativity will shape the
next generation of media sector talent,
Northwestern University and the Qatar
Foundation are contributing to a vibrant and
vital independent media culture in the region.

The new campus offers opportunities to increase
programming at NU-Q, enhance its quality of
teaching and support a progressive agenda
shared with the Qatar Foundation. By harnessing
the disruptive and democratizing power of the
digital age, and embracing a broader liberal

arts educational mission, Northwestern and its
students will be more able to act as instruments
of social change in support of a national
commitment to afford everyone in Qatar

equal freedoms of expression under the law.

A Shared Promise
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The values and design principles of this
ambitious new building are drawn from
those of the two institutions that created it:

— ltis a place that pushes boundaries and
is never satisfied with the status quo

— A place where academic freedom is
protected and free expression is encouraged

— A place where diversity is celebrated and
unity is built

— A place for lifelong learning, discovery,
and the advancement of knowledge

— Where there is a meaningful connection
between traditional culture and the
contemporary age

— And where application of study is
as important as the theory behind it

Since 2008, Northwestern University has served
its students in Qatar with the same commitment
to excellence for which the institution has always
been known. As we move into this magnificent
new building, the challenge will be to transfer,
and strengthen, our sense of community and
purpose for Qatar, the Middle East, and beyond.

In this bold symbol of collaboration, culture,

and communication, our surroundings may

have changed but our mission remains as
familiar today as it was two centuries ago: to use
education as a tool to amplify underrepresented
voices, liberate their ideas, and help them to
shape the world with the power of the stories
they tell.

A Shared Promise
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At 515,000 square
feet, the Northwestern
University in Qatar
building is three times
the size of its previous
home, and the largest
institution of its kind
anywhere in the world.

A Building for Qatar and the World
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Cast against the capital’s skyline, the four-story
facility was designed by renowned American
architect Antoine Predock. Having spent 60
years of his life in New Mexico, Predock is known
for buildings that reflect the majesty of the
desert and are integrated perfectly within it.

Inspired by the familiar scale and sweep of the
arid landscape, Predock designed a dramatic
and literally monumental structure that at once
acts as a great desert fortress and a sheltered
cocoon; its rugged and weathered exterior
shielding the technological oasis within.

Much of the building is encased in large amber
travertine limestone blocks sourced from

the region. Their textured planes are aligned
anarchically to create the appearance of

a geological formation that seems natural

to the surrounding environment.

The building’s repeated arcing forms —

both inside and outside —have many cultural
readings: the graceful undulations of Arabic
calligraphy, the boat-like shape of the dunes,
hands clasping in embrace, the tiny sliver

of a new moon.

As students, faculty, staff, and visitors approach
from Oxygen Park, there is a sense of ceremony
and procession as they are guided through

soft meandering paths, courtyards, open

atria, and fully-planted gardens. Physical and
psychological space matter here, with the stone
walls giving way to glass exteriors once inside
the forecourt, allowing visitors to witness the
activities going on inside each of the academic
suites that face the courtyard.

A Building for Qatar and the World
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Before entering the building, you are greeted

by a giant three-story media facade made up

of stainless steel and LED mesh, and situated like
the tip of a curved saif blade. It is here where the
building announces its intention as a forum and
platform for technological innovation, education,
and cultural exchange. A safe and stimulating
place where students are encouraged to be
curious, creative, and brave in their pursuit

of learning and honest expression.

A Building for Qatar and the World
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“In Qatar there is a sense of
destiny about building a globally
significant country and media
sector, a willingness to embrace
change, openness to talent
from almost anywhere, and
the wherewithal to make
things happen.”

— Dean Everette E. Dennis
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“l want to mark a place physically,
culturally and environmentally.
That’s why | engage deeply
to understand geological time
and the experiences of past
inhabitants to make it feel like
it adheres to the spirit of the site.
It is never just ‘a cool shape.”

— Antoine Predock, Architect
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Having spent 60 years of his life
in New Mexico, Predock is known
for buildings that reflect the
majesty of the desert and are
integrated perfectly within it.
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“An architect cannot design a soul into
a building; the building has to earnit.”

— Antoine Predock, Architect

SJloeall juaigell guboiiug l»
i GAlg tnive Jala gy ooy
«.qila o piwodl lguudsy gl

iloso yuaigo wlgup Olghil —



A Connected Classroom
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In contrast to the

sturdy protective
capsule that encircles
the building, once inside
the forecourt, the rough-
hewn stone gives way
to labyrinthine interior
layers where all the
functions of the media
environment converge
to be observed,
analyzed, and explored.

A Connected Classroom
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The materiality here is dominated by glass,
the warm Gulf sun reflecting onto the
translucent marble and fine wood surfaces
inside. The activities of many programmatic
spaces —the projection theater, black box
theater, events hall, newsroom, auditorium,
large production studio, forum, and atrium —
are all visible from the courtyard.

The lobby is dominated by a stunning 8mx12m
digital media wall, made up of 400 LED tiles
that can project news, information, and opinions
fed live from around the world in a real-time
dialogue between practitioners and students.
Not only does this digital media wall bring

the outside world nearer to students, just as
importantly, it will broadcast the students’

own stories to connect and inspire each other.

The experience of walking through the space

is energizing; throughout the building, a physical
and digital pulse is created by inspirational
screens and natural nodes for informal student
gatherings. Each journey inside will be different,
choreographed to stimulate discussion,
discovery, and a sense of joy as students are
guided through vaulted atria, up open stairways
and onto whimsical bridges and balconies

that suggest a sensation of weightlessness.

The nucleus of this connected interior is the
newsroom. A state-of-the-art studio without
precedent in education and as well-equipped as
any major TV network in the world. It is more of
a laboratory than a classroom, highly adaptable,
and limited only by the imagination of the
students who conduct experiments inside it.

Just like the students, the newsroom is poised
for transformation. With the capacity to make
journalism, films and television shows, the
innovative space accommodates the breadth
and diversity of the media landscape.

A Connected Classroom
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Dynamic, multipurpose fittings allow a learning
activity to quickly transition into a show telecast
on screens that are centrally connected across
the building. A plasma screen projecting a live
social media feed can transform into a work
surface. A news desk can become a conference
table. Students can manipulate the set, lighting,
seating configuration and studio panels so that
no two shows will ever be the same.

One of the most modern facilities of its kind,
the newsroom is attentive to change and fit
for the future. Its technological and digital
components will be refreshed regularly

to integrate new channels and modes of
communication —including virtual and
augmented reality —in the years ahead.

It is easy to be overwhelmed by the beauty and
innovation of Northwestern University in Qatar’s
building. But in the end, it is still a university.

A university built in the perfect form to nurture
students’ creativity, inspire their intellectual
curiosity and empower them to become
effective communicators in a competitive

and complex world; to become the signals

amid the noise.

A Connected Classroom

39

Ju19aiy aound yalpedll daasio droliya il jugai aagig
ikl (ple Sud gage ll Ly (rowdeill b LS
aidiling . reobll ppall chil groa (na j4s0 dlnil dlnio
hoq dpuiilio dxcloinll axoulelll algall yayel Loji

ol ladll B Jugai Aoy «Joc dnio (pll Lgligai
aclatllg ogonill Jyrei il gubiigg iljeido alglha
0o yayei loga juodll Gadail guagiaudll Cilaglg aclaolly
.awolle| algo

jliaig \galbll ple Galjoll Cinal o jladll dajé aeig
(0dy Lagang . Judioll dililbiol lgiailog lgiigoy
Cilgiall 8-°3J rDLbJ.jL! arodpllg axaglgisill L pnlic Cuaai
gualiiadl galgll lgsa Loy — Jloidl Grag dayaall
ol Cilgiull (né - jieallg

a0l o33 glaulg Jloa lgsa (s ol Jgadl (09

I ) gl nd Lgislg b8 (b paolall oplassolygi
jj=i 8190 (gl (nd Ciawds asoly .azols lgiiges Baini
(ogibaig sphall pglgra piig autlhall 5ol gladll ag)
umalii plle o Jleall Jolgill (ple yls lgamnul
Olhog ploj Jb (né olall clgl Igloay] 1adoo

alnio duwlya dcld

A Connected Classroom

40

alnio dpulya acls



Students come from more 4alga 30 (o 34l o Ligoly Ll
than 30 different countries llaal oo 775 Slidl J5uiug
and 75 percent of our bl aac
students are female.
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The high-spec newsroom,
extensive library, classrooms,
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and Dean'’s suite all occupy

the building’s upper floors.
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A Global Platform




Northwestern University
is a forward-looking,
global institution and
the campus in Qatar
reflects those same
ideals of diversity,
inclusion and tolerance.
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Its special mandate in Education City is to create
a welcoming co-educational environment for
women as well as men, and to draw its student
body from the regions and cultures across the
Middle East, Asia, and the rest of the world.

While mainly focused on undergraduate courses,
the new building has allowed for more space to
create a Lifelong Learning Center to support the
learning journeys of college-bound high school
students, graduate students, and executives.

The school focuses on the growth and
development of these students, but it invests
in a research and thought leadership agenda
that seeks to develop the media industries
and local institutions in Qatar, the region,
and beyond.

After all, the success of Northwestern University
in Qatar and its new building is solely dependent
on the success of its students.

In a frenetic media environment, where the
proliferation and evolution of communication
platforms continue at breakneck pace, it is more
important than ever for young graduates to be
able to communicate with integrity, adaptability
and effectiveness in their work.

That is why Northwestern University in Qatar
builds strong relationships with industry —

to prepare students for life after graduation,
and to help create mutually beneficial paths to
employment. For students interested in digital
and new media, the university has partnered
with Qatar Computing Research Institute.

For documentary and drama film students,
the university has partnered with the Doha
Film Institute. And for students pursuing a
career in news, the university has partnered
with Doha-based Al-Jazeera, a leading world
news network.
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Every undergraduate student receives a
foundational education in the liberal arts

before focusing on journalism and strategic
communication or media industries and
technology. But not all students will end up
working in the media; many will go on to be
professional communicators in government,
non-profits and the private sector, while others
continue their studies in graduate school. With
a BS from Northwestern, students are equipped
with the necessary research, critical analysis and
communication skills needed to guarantee their
further academic and career success.

In a digitized, globalized world in which anyone
can become a communicator, and where
information and disinformation are equally
present and powerful, the role of media schools
and their students has never been more vital.

It is our privilege and responsibility to face an
uncertain future and make sense of it through
the power of good storytelling. In this way,
we will help to create a participatory society,
built on mutual understanding, respect and,
above all, truth.
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“To our students, the building says
‘Think big, dream and create.”

— Dean Everette E. Dennis
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Our new home at a glance

— Northwestern University’s new
campus in Qatar was designed by
renowned ‘architect of the desert’
Antoine Predock

— At 515,000 square feet, it is the largest
and most advanced communication
school in the world

— The building has the infrastructure
of amajor TV and news network and
a Hollywood production company
put together

— The/University has six state-of-the-art
studio spaces, including a fully robotic
newsroom designed by architect
Ali Wazani

— The Events Hall is one of the biggest
sound stages in the Middle East

— There are 16 cutting-edge video
and audio post-production'suites

— The 2D and 3D animation lab has
its own render farm

— Two 4K cinemas allow students
to screen and project their work

— There are soundproof whisper rooms
for recording voiceovers or podcasts,
and a Foley studio for sound effects
and dubbing

— The ‘saif tip’is three stories of stainless
steel and LED mesh that form a media
facade on the exterior of the building

—In the lobby, 400 LED tiles form
an 8mx12m digital media wall

— There are more than 23 centrally
connected screens throughout
the building

— The country’s first university museum,
The Media Majlis, shares its home
with NU-Q

— The Media Maijlis will be a public
destination —a unique media and
communications museum with a
distinctly Middle Eastern orientation

— The bright and airy dining room
with its generous spaces, can be
transformed to host lectures and
presentations for up to 100 guests
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